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that the cultivation of the soil has increased. War has been made upon the great manufacturing towns & they are in a considerable degree destroyed. With manufactures France does not supply herself fully from her internal resources.
"Those of Britain flow in upon her notwithstanding the most severe prohibitory laws. The port of Rotterdam is purposely left open by the English & their goods are imported by the Dutch under Prussian and other neutral colors. They are smuggled in great quantities into France.
"Peace, then, will find this [French] nation entirely competent to the full supply of her colonies with provisions and needing manufactures to be imported for her own consumption. . . . France can take from America tobacco & raw cotton she can supply us with wines, brandies & silks/'
Marshall then makes a searching commentary on French politics.
"The existing political state of France is connected with certain internal & powerfully operating causes by which it has been & will continue to be greatly influenced. Not the least of these is the tenure by which property is held.
"In the course of the revolution it is believed that more than half the land of France has become national.1 Of this a very considerable proportion has been sold at a low rate.
"It is true that much of it belonged to those who have fallen tmder the Guillotine or who have been termed emigrants. Among the emigrants are many
1 By "national" lands, Marshall refers to the